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THE WHITE HOUSE 
WASHINGTON 



CODE NAMES USED 



WAYSIDE 

VOLUNTEER 

CROWN 

WATCHMAN 

WITNESS 

LACE 

DAGGER 

VALLEY 

VENUS 

VICTORIA 

^V1NG 

SLUGGER 

WARRIOR 

WINNER 

TANKER 

TIGER 



Pierra Salinger 

Lyndon B. Johnson 

White House 

General Clifton 

Captain Shepard 

Mrs. Kennedy 

Rufus Youngblood 

The Elms - 4040 52nd St»pN« 

Luci - however, believe this 

Mrs. Lyndon Johnson " 

General McHugh 

Captain Stoughton 

Mr. Kilduff .. • . 

Mr. Hatcher 
Colonel Cook 
Colonel Swindall 
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RADIO TRAFFIC - November 22. 1963 



’ i 



V/AYSIDZ; Give me all available information on President. | ^ ‘ 

I 

SIT. ROOM: All in^<^rrr.a^*on on PresMcnt follows: ’’P-esidont John F. 
Kennedy and Governor Connally of Texas have been hit in the car ins 
which they ware riding. We do not know how serious the situation is.\’ 

V/e have no information. Mr. Bromley Smith is back here in the Situation 
Room now. Wa arc getting our information over the tickers. ** 









V/AYSIDZ: That is affirmative. Please listen hard -- this plane on ' 
whic’n Secretary of State Rusk and other Cabinet members headed for 
Japan is turning arpund and returning to Honolulu -•? Will arrive 
in approximately 2 hours. 

SIT ROOM: Understand. Those departing Honolulu are turning around 
will bo back there in 2 hours. Is that correct? I I ^ ♦ 

WAYSIDE: That is affirmative. Will read all information and decide 
whether some of party should go directly to Dallas. ,. | ' | • r 

■ t' • . 

SIT. ROOM: Do you wish information as to* whether some of zxjimbers of * i 
that party should go to Dallas? 



WAYSIDE: That is affirmative. 

SIT. ROOM: Do you have anything else? 



''If-. 

WAYSIDE: No. Any other information, please get ahold as qx^cklV as 



possible. 



i 



SIT^ ROOM: The A? is coming put now to the effect that they .faeU||^ 
the President was hit in the head. That just came In. 



V/AYSIDE: Kit in the head? • . * 

SIT ROOM: Roger, will pass on any additional information ws 
soon as we hear it. ’ . . * 

Y/AYSIDZ; Will standby for your call. 






V 1 * 
5*1 






»•! 

t* 



get :ba 



SIT. ROOM: Wayside, I read fx‘om the AP bulletin — "Kennedy apparently 
shot in head. He fell face down in back seat of his car. Bloodiwai on 
his head. Mrd. Kennedy cried, "Oh no," and tried to hold up his head. 
Connally remained. half-seated, slumped to the left.. There wai blood on 
his face and forehead. Tne President and the Governor were pushed to 
Parkland Hospital near the Dallas Trade Mart where Kennedy jto have 
made a speech. " 
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v;aVSIDE: Hoard that. ‘ j 

SIT. ROOM: Have nothins else for you. Will contact when we liave 
further i.-.-ormation. ' 

■I !l 

• • ‘ I I' 



.MURRAY JACKSON; (Speaking to aircraft returning from Japan) Colonel, 
;hid is Murray Jackson. The president of the United States has been shot 
ar.c sericui;!'/ wounded in Dallas, Texas. (Repeating) The President of the 
United States, John F. Kennedy, has been shot and seriously wounded in ‘ | 
Dallas, Texas. Governor Connally was also shot at the same time. Would 
you please get this message to Secretary of State Rusk and I will standby, j | 

SAM S6972: We have already received that news. We have| UPI|,oi^. We • ^ 

have turned around. We are returning to Hawaii. We are estimating 
Hawaii in 1 hour and 20 minutes. Will be on the ground in Hawaii in 1 hour 
and 20 minutes.* Will be returning to Washington or Dallas, Texas. ^ We 
have one otlier aircraft alerted to take some of the party to Dallas and we |*» 



i ! 

I - 



will be returning to Washington. 

. • .1 

MR. JACKSON: .Thank you very much. Colonel. ' I vdll relay this to Mr. 

3all right away. * . ... . | , • 

SAM 3697^:. The Secretary (Rusk) has talked to his office inl.Washington, 

I believe, and also Pierre Salinger has been in conUct with^^e Houae 

from the aircraft. • ' 



MR. JACKSON; Ok. Thank you very much. 



• V, •. 
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STRANGER: Xilduff asked that all Cabinet members return 
immediately. ^ ^ . V I-** ' r* ^ 

WAYSIDE: We are heading for Honolulu. . p . %|>j *’ , 

* J 1’ ; . • 

STRANGER: Will they notify us at time of arrival and locati|oi»T|rf*T' . 

1 I !»•• ’ . 

WAYSIDE: Correct. Some are going to. Dallas. ‘ ^ ' i' / 

STRANGER: We do not have anything firm down there as to |the exact 
status. I‘ll get that information to Hawaii. j i 

SIT. ROO^/^; Wayside, I'll read you latest bulletin. "President K«nnedy . 
has been given blood transfusions today at Parkland Hospital in an effort 
to save his life after he and Governor John Connally of Texas were shot 
in an assasination attempt." Over the TV we have the information th^t 
the Governor has been moved to the operating room. The President is stlljL 
in the emergency room at Parkland Hospital. Are you getting front coverage 
, or do you want us to continue to relay it to you.* ' • • 






Coi'.tir.ue to relay. 




WAVSIDZ; 



[ i> 



SIT. I\COM: Xow subject: We will have information for you on| whether, 
to proceed to Dallas by the time you land at Honolulu. . 

V.'AYSIDD: Also tell us w'-cthor Secr/^^-arv of State Ruck should jalap fo 
to Dallas. . . 

SIT. ROOM: lirV’ill do. Get determination whether Secretary of jStata 
should also "O to Dallas. 










I 



■ r . 



m 



SIT. ROOM: Wayside, we have conflicting reports x^)w so were 

confirmation. We will call you again. I have relayed your ■, 

and your present position to the front office. Your office has the word 
We will call you again when we gat confirmation. * 

.'FL'; 

MURRAY JACKSON; I'd like a patch with SAM 86972’ ‘ ' 

OPERATOR: They are talking with the Situation Rpp^ninow. ' 

hd. JACKSQN: What we want to tell the plaice is that Under 5<ij:rat^x|y 
Ball requests that the Secretary and all the passengers return 
ington instead of going to Dallas. 

OPERATOR: They received that message. 

MR, JACKSON: One other thing -- the Secretary is supposed to call Mr. 
Bail when he gets on the ground in Honolulu. 
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SIT. Rd&M: (To SAM 86972) Relay following to Wayside: *'W 
report quoting Mr. Kilduff in Dallas that the President is dead, that he 
died about 35 ipinutfes ago." Do you have that? * ' r , | 



I -i; 



SAM 86972: Is dead? 



! I- 



SIT. ROOM: Correct. New subject: Front office desires plade return 
Washington,* no stop Dallas. *. ’ I' . l! . 

• • • . . ■ ir‘f ;:’- 



'I 



SAM 86972: (Wayside) Would like to know the whereabouts of the Vice 
President. * . / . •* ’ * 

SIT. ROOM: The Vice President is in the hospital building -- Parldud 

_ - - . ' ll 



Hospital in Dallas. He is not injured. Repeat, not injured. | 
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* . *C ♦ , . 

. . . !!' 

.L1*ZIa\ 1:\.X: V/c'ro c.t the airport now. *j ji* • 

. * » • 

3ZHX; Gk, JO ahead. . • j * | . 

I\ELLZI\MA.X; Wo 'res waiting for the swearing-in before takeoff. 

.■ t 

BZHN: That ox Volunteer? • " 

KELLER}vIAX: V/c'ro waiting for Judge for swearing-in. ' j • '* ; • 

3ZKX; That is for Volunteer, is that right? . /| 

. ELLERMAX: Yes, we're having it done before we take off.l " j 

3SKX: Do you have any idea what Lace wants to do and Voluiiteef^ wants 
to do upon arrival here? ; 

^'•SLLERMAN: No, I will call you back. We have a 2 hour 15 minute . j** 
/light iruo Andrews. We have a full plane, about 40. ' ’ I • * 

• r • I 

I* .vm:; 



1 1 

I . < 



3EHN: Yes, go ahead. 






XELLERMAN: I'll have to call you back. ‘Get a couple of men, ‘gather 
the Volunteer boys to go over his car and so forth. We*ll alsio need hers 
and several others. ‘ i; i* 

3EKX: Let me know what Volunteer wants to do -- if they want to come 
in to Crown by helicopter? * : - . • -ri] .-, 

‘ ' . rr-rK . . 



AT COMMAND POST: What is your estimated time ox departure?* 



a few mil 






‘1 



‘AP'CO^iMAND POST: Do you have any passengers aboard?. 

AF-1: Full load, 40 plus, ••• * . : I*' •• 



K •• •] 

{•.‘.'Ivi'i ■ .1 ■ 

• i 



AF COMMAND POST: Is Mrs. Kennedy aboard? 
AF-1: Affirmative 



r 

K‘., 



- I t’ 



j • 



SAM COMMAND POST: We have raquejt from the Chief of i{m£f's office, 
is Mr. Johnson and Mr. Kennedy's body aboard? 

AF-1; Affirmative on all of those questions. 

SAM COMMAND POST: Are you airborne? 

iV » . 

AF-1: Airborne at 2047Z. Estimated block time Andrews Jh05Z« 

'ill 
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A--1: \V<! wtnt a paich with Goneval Heaton. Surgeon General o( the' Army 



6:05. The body will go to Walter ' 
..xued. nave an ambulance from •Waiter Reed to take the body there, ' 



body 

32:-ns; Arrangements have been r.-.ade for a helicopter to take th« 
to Bea-.esda Medical Canter, ™ 



Standby,'. Jerry. I'll got. Surkley heri[j^. v 

DR. BERKLEY: This is Dr. Burkley. What arrangements have be’« 

• : -11 



') 

iliLv'- 



V>M 



body^ 

i^r 



^5^,; 



BSKN: Everybody aboard AF-1 with the exception of the body will be" * '• 

Grounds . The body wiU be cKoppered toihell',' 

Naval Medical Center at Bethesda. 



•U 



;cSt!S?“^' choppered to go by ambulance to&e Naval 

• * 

^ Will be choppered. 

^*^*'*^ to toe MUi- 

v*.ey w»is.ric. 01 Wasniragton regarding miliUry arrangements. The body 
IS a a CaaSacet and will have to be taken by ambulance and not by chopper. 

3a-nN; i*il tell Captain Shepard that. 

this is Admiral Burkley." Did you contact' ' 
‘toe remains of President Lnne<S- takl 



ivi 



. . t 



him '«toains of President Kennedy taking 

him Cl. acUy to Walter Reed? Probably Mrs. Kennedy wUl also bo^oiSTf' 

j out there. We wi^i clarify that later. - ® ® 

j HEATCN: All right. 

I BURKLEY: Just a minute. General Clifton is here. ' 

Bemcsca Moaical Center. . We do want an -mbulance and a ground return- 
.1 om Andrews to Walter Reed, and we want the regular post-mortem that' 
.las .o ou oone by law under guard performed at Walter Reed. . Is that clear? 
• • /' 

^^**.‘* “^toar, General Clifton. An ambulance and another • 

IV V/iilUr regular post-mortem by law done 
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arrangements have you made? ( I believe here Dr. 
jur.c.cy at iirst tnought ho was speaking to Eohn. ) . , 

° ‘■*=^angcm^nfs so lar/but I will follow ■ • • 

...4OU .t on w..at you just told me -- have an ambulance and a limoualne 
Andrews ano arrangements in regards 10 the post-mortem studies. 

, I?”*® arrangements have already been made. Here realiainc 
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C_ir (To Behn) This is Watchman. I understand that you have 

dirwr-ecT?*''' President Kennedy to Betheeda.' Is 

3 Er-IN: It has boon arranged to helicopter the body to Bothesda'. ' i'* • 

CLIFTON! Ok. if it isn't too dark. What about the First Lady? ,t| ’ .. 

BEKNi Everyone else.will be helicoptered into the South Crop« 4 il]|;d if • 

CLIFTON: Are you sure that the helicopter operation will work?' We - 
A 4 V 0 a v«ry hoavy caikat. p !- 1 * * 

3ZHX: According to Witraoss, yos. ’ . ‘j j-; 

*■ a mortuary-type 

ambulance standby in case the helicopter doesn't work. 
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tJLIFiON! Now. some other instructions: Listen carefully. We hbld ^ 
a ramp at the front of the aircraft on the right hand side juii haWad. ' 

by that route ^ ^ 

32 fiX: Understand* j ] I . , . 

usually dismount, we may need a fork-lift rather than a ramp. A. platform' = 
to walk out on and a fork-lift to put it on. The casket is in the reaf “• 
compartment ana because it is so heavy we should have a fork-lift diere " ’• 

ro remove the. casket. If this is too awkward we can go along with a 
raormtl ramp and several men. * * i t * - “ 

j I . ;l;- 1 \ ■ 

.iiUftN: Affirmative, We iviU try for the fork-lift. • ' • '4 '. 

1 ) ' 



i. 



CLIFTON: N,xt item. There is to be normal Pres. arraagemiiitVai 
.-.nu.ews, ...ey be in front of the aircraft because that ! 1 whsr 

..e U coma 01.. He is going to the White House by chopper.' 
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r.rCIIX: Showld thcs Soci*c',XLry of Doicnso and others be at Andr«iw» on 

ywur arrival/ ^ • 

CLIFT*>N: No. I am about to call the White House, president i*ohnsoa 
war.tj have the White House Staff, the leadership of Congress and as- 
mariy of v.e Cabinet members available at the White House at 1030. i| 



3ZrIN; Affirmative. 

CLIFTON; Repeat that to me. 

L2HN; All tlte leaders of Congress, as many Cabinet member i 
at the White House at 1830. 



CLIFTON: [ And key members of the White House SU£I« Soreness , 
■ Hold for Kellerman. 



jae possible 



'•il = 



KELLFRlv^N; Have helicopter to transport President Johnson »nd p«.ty . 
zo toe White House Lawn. 



; I. 



3EHN:- Affirmative. Everyone will be choppered to the South Qrounde.^ . 

Ml !?■•' 

KELLERMAN: K&v® White House cers 102 and 405 for traoepoift»tlOii to , 
HoapitaL. I will join Hill'and party at Navy Hospital. ■ 

. ■ - ■ S i . 

BEHN: You will accompany body aboard helicopter. . *j., * \y (.* 

KELLERMAN: Would you call Dr. John Walsh in Washington and advise 

him of our arrival? ^ . 

• 

BErIN: Affirmative. Where does Lace want Dr. Walsh to meet her? 

r. .1 “ Va> 




'! 7 At the: 



]Kouse . 






Mr 

""f ■- :• ’ ■ I i*. ii [' 

; I. 






(Note:) The next part of the tape is traffic between SAM COMMAt^ POST * 
and AF-1 advising them of weather conditions - - tornadoes in AF-l*s 
immediate flight path. I'm not putting in this traffic but I do have it In my 
draft if you want it. ^ . 



•A -Hi 



' I 7 ‘ i .;•* 

DAGGER: Messages from Volunteer relative activities tonight. |You kre 
aware we will go to White House for meeting. , j • , 1 



BEHN; Affirmative. 



i 



DAGGER: Volunteer will reside at Valley for an indefinite time. Venus 
v/ill "O to Vulloy with agent. Boring will go to Valley after, first going^to 
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'J1 niCM V/IXC TC SL.UGGIHR: "Slugger is to meet aircraft 
aj 30. aa poaaible. If he cannot do this ho is to see Wing as soon as 
posffi./io. " 



^ • 

\j I 









2vIESSAGI£ FROM AF-1 to EZHN: "Cancel commercial line at Va^oy ^ 
and install security phone there. " : 

.* . .K 

Will you please advise Press that normal press 
including live TV, will be allowed at the Base. Volunteer will make 
statement on arrival. 

VaNNSR: Will do. Is Mrs. Kennedy aboard AF-1?. . 




IVARRIOR: Yes. 



.* • 

. r 



V/INNUR: 'I'm setting up the press section on the South Lawn ab )ttt yards 
from position of Helicdpter 1. Will that meet with Mrs. Kenn«dy*.a 
the Pro siderTt's approval? * *. 

WARRIOR: She is not returning to the House. They are going 
else. There will be an arrival there but it will be Volunteer. 



: t 




omnlaef 



WINNER: Thank you. I will hold that information and we can say some- 
ming after you arrive. Is it* true that the body of President Kennedy will 
go to Naval Hospital ? 





^'’INN£R!^Well, we have already said it. I should have checked wliil you ^ 



[iRight,-'|i 



are'not^iaying that yet. * 



befowdortng it. I don't'think it makes too much difference, 
WARRIOR; There is no objection to that. 

WINNSRz ' Anything, else 1 should know. 



t 



,i\l . 
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V/ARRIOR: The pool aboard this aircraft is Chuck Roberts anti Smith. 

We lost Bell somewhere. I don't have AP aboard, but wo have ^ven them 
the statement ov^ Volunteer on the death which he will make at tl>e airport. ^ 
You can announce that on arrival at the White House the President will meet 
with McNamara and Bundy and Rusk if he' s in town. If not; without him* 

I u.ider stand he's on a plane to the Far East. It will probably b^ Ball. About 
half an hour after that meeting is over we will meet with the Congressional i 
Leadership at S:00 



VflNNSR: Bipartisan or Democratic leadership? 
WARRIOR: Bipartisan. ’ ** ' 



I-, 






•1 



fev.j.'.-, I 



h;’: 



i| i;:-; ; 

'i -f!'' ' 



lYNVa’ . 



i: 



.\RY 






/ 1 



J 



1 




. . .1 



11,1 

I..;*: 

' ' 

wl M/VON: (i\) A mirotinjj ioal;^ht.wUh Lumly and Mcl^dtYtdta 

.u i\u: W'.xllc Hou;;o. KxmU iJ hc*ti in town# If not in tow|\ wo do • 

;;*'i KWxiu :;;i acilnj socrotary. j j | I * < 

3 wX-3V: Will yc;. tell him that the i. --ing Cabinet will be at thjaj airport 
to mocc him. Kc can bring \lcNamara 'r.'^ me in his chc*^per to the 
White Kc-aso. • ’ . j I . . * 

CLIFTON: Anotiier message. I called Jerry 3chn about a White House 
Staif meeting. There will be no White Mouse Staff meeting tonight. It 
will be tomorrow. jl l , j 

! . ■ • 

SUNDYa Ok. Let me repeat your mej.iage. President wi she to jmoot 
with SeePisf A>i«d me ^1>.^eAyhite House pn return Andre^^# Secondly . 

that there^will be no other meetings -- there will be a White HoUerffij^e^ 
meeting tomorrow on call. ’ < 






CLIFTON: No. Ka wants 
BUNDY; Right, does he wish 



to meet with the leadership about 7:30. ^ ‘ ‘ •• 

dsh us to arrange that?' , ' • Ir,^ 1 • *. ; 



'A 







CLIFTON; Ha wants you to arrange that. Two meetings totiight McNamaatjl. 
and Bundy and the leadership about 7:30. . vlpri ! 

I , » ' “ 

BUNDY: , Does he mean the Democratic leadership only? »’ f 

. • •• ’ :i\ 

CLIFTON: Bipartisan* leadership and I'll give ypu some names#' . ‘ 

Speaker of the House, Carl Albert, Kale Boggs, Leslie ArendSfj Mansfield, 
Humphrey, Smathers, Dirks en, Kuchel and Hi ckenloope’r. h* ** . j-|. 

■ J ! *: * '* 

. # . . ; ' vV . I 

BUXDY: About 7:30 at the White House. . ’ 



CLIFT O N: .7; 30 in thp, Cabinet Room. ' , ^ ’ 

i ^ , .. .. ‘ ", , ■ .J* 

B|UND,xiPlTeU the Vice-President that the Cabinet Room is under; .. | 

kirrangei^pnt, but the Oval Room will be ready. . • ' .‘if f-;' ^'*#* *• I 

^ • Jr 

CLiIFTON: The Ov&l Room it will be. No, you mean the Fish ttoonl7‘f, >' 

I ■ ' 



I' ! 



H'- 

\4 



3UXDY: I mean both the Fish Room and the President's Study, and we . 
will try to have the Cabinet Room, but that' s a detail, we can work that * ' 

•.o«- ■ ■ 

CLIFTON: He does not want to go into the mansion or in the 0^1 Room \ 

. or in the President's Office or the President's Study. So if the Cabinet/. 
Room isn't ready, then put it in the Fish Room. . 

BUXDY.::' I understand. Always in the West Wing. 

• I - 

CLIFTON; Please tell Berm about the change so we don't confuse Jt 



, I 
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BUXDY; All right, I will. 

CLIFTON: See you in a little while. 
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IiO.S£ .dXXXDV: 



i, Mr. Prauidcr.^. 



PI^ESIDZNT JOHNSON; Mrs. Kennedy, I wish to Ood that there was 
*;omCwhing I could say '►o you, and I v/ant to tell you that we're 
• 2 ;ricvln 2 widi you. • . , ‘ 

\3.S. KENNEDY: Thanlc you very much. That's very nice. I know 
you loved Jack and he loved you. 

IvEvS, JOHNSON: * If there is anything we can do -- (Here Mrs. Kerniedy 
and Mrs, Johnson are both trying to talk at the same time and the tape 
becomes almost inau^ble. ) 

‘ ' ' .. 

MRS. KENNEDY; Thank you Lady Bird. Thank you Mr. President.*; 



\7AKRI0R; That first meeting will be Bundy and McNamara only* . The 
President will meet with Rusk when he returns. It will probably ^be a’ •* 
different meeting. » . ' •* • . * ■•• i -l '"' ‘ . 

V *• 

WINNER; Ok. * * '• * 

- •. . - • • r 7 . 

MRS; JOHNSON: (To Mrs. Connally) *Can you hear me? The surgeon * 
speaking about John was so reassuring. How about it? . * ^ 

MRS. CONNALLY: The surgeon that just got finished operating said 
that John is going to be all right unless something unforeseen happens. 

» . r * • 

PRESIDENT JOHNSON; I know that everything’s going to be all ^ight. * V • 

‘ IvlRS. JOHNSON: Yes, everything s going to be all right. ’,t.. T 

PRESIDENT JOHNSON: Cod bless you, darling. 

MRS. CONNALLY; The same to you. . . ' " 

PRESIDENT JOHNSON: A hug and a kiss from me. . ; | •*; 

MRS. CONNALLY; Good luck. • • ;.K** *: 

• *' ‘ i-* ' 

• • •. t t. : 
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1 ;K*.vo ocor 

.••vi *3 m1*I^OCa 



iiuo/r.-.cci £rom DiiUaj thc.t it way dcairod Uiat 

ar. isolated ypot whan you arrive here. However, 
t..ca‘.*nan r.ac a iong discussion with Behn and nothing about that was 
mcnticned. ihe present plan on the gro'*~d here is to spot you in the 
'-•ejular place unless Watchman says now that this is not desired. 



TIGER; I believe that they are parkin;^ in the regular place. Whore 
did you get that information from down in Dallas? 

T.-.NI^R; It was from the USAF Command Post agent there and I 
heard from 'nim that you had told him to do this. 



TIGER: We told him to look into that to see if the family had ordered ’ 
don\v. We wore going to discuss it on the plane. Go ahead and park 
in :no regular place.. We need steps in the right front of the aircraft, 
the press box will be on the left of the aircraft, and President Johnson 
will deplane in the front of the aircraft. We need a fork-lift at the rear 
of the aircraft. , / .* . 

TANIC2R: Understand. Have all been carried out. We will continue .. 

with the plan to spot you in the regular placa There will be a ramp • 
left front, a ramp right f;ront, a fork-lift left rear, the Press area 
left front. • - 



The remainder of the tape is traffic between AF-1 and Andrews, checking 
on weather. 
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